
A member of the ESNR Publication Committee, Yelda Ozsunar, MD, made an interview with 
Professor Turgut Tali, who is the president of the European Society of Neuroradiology and 
President of the XXth Symposium Neuroradiologicum, to inform neuroradiologists about what 
will be going on during September, 07-12, 2014, in Istanbul.  

Y. Ozsunar: My first question will be ‘First of all, can you briefly explain the historic 
background and prominent features of the Symposium Neuroradiologicum in the previous 
years?  

T. Tali: The First Symposium Neuroradiologicum was organized by Prof. Thienpont in 
Antwerp in July 24-28, 1939. According to Dr. Bull and Prof. Fischgold, this was the most 
important event to influence the future very strongly and initiation of the third period of the 
history of the neuroradiology. There were about 50 participants. Topics were mainly related to 
otoradiology and only three of the thirteen speakers were primarily radiologist. Besides 
practical demonstrations, 21 papers were presented, with only two related to contrast 
radiology; ventriculography and cerebral angiography dyes.  
After Prof. Lysholm’s (the president of the Second Symposium Neuroradiologicum) 
devastating loss, the Second Symposium Neuroradiologicum was organized by Prof. Ziedses 
des Plantes in Rotterdam in September 13-19, 1949. This symposium was the milestone of the 
conversion of otoradiology to neuroradiology, and with it the title of Symposium 
Neuroradiologicum became official, and Acta Radiologica became its organ of publication.   
The Third Symposium Neuroradiologicum was organized by Prof. Lindgren in Stockholm in 
September 17-20, 1952. Prof. Lindgren did not apply any time limitation for the speakers and 
stated that "These meetings should be a symposia and not a congress that is every speaker 
must have the time he desires at his disposal. The talks should have the aim of stimulating 
exchanges of views and introduction to discussion". This meant that symposium was the 
platform for free discussion and exchange of views, experiences and ideas. Presented papers 
rose from 21 to 32 and proceedings were published in Acta Radiologica.  
The Fourth Symposium Neuroradiologicum was organized by Dr. Bull in London in the 
similar spirit with the contribution of clinicians, surgeons, neuropathologists, and the 
symposium became a neuroscience meeting.    
The Seventh Symposium Neuroradiologicum was organized by Prof. Taveras in New York, in 
1964. Prof. Taveras stated that knowledge is accumulating too rapidly and the interest in this 
specialty has come to a point that it is not practical to limit the number of contributors. He 
proposed to apply the new criteria as "papers can only be accepted if they truly represent new 
knowledge and new research". The striking feature of this symposium was the extension of 
the disciplines of radioisotopes, ultrasound and thermography and increased interest of 
presentations. Finally, 150 papers were presented in New York.  
Symposium Neuroradiologicum had become a unique meeting in the field of neuroradiology 
for many specialties for many years.  
Dazzling developments in the field of neuroradiology caused increasing interest of 
neuroradiology in the world. Neuroradiological societies were established in many countries. 
Numerous courses, congresses and also meetings of neuroradiology have started to be 
organized worldwide.  I hope, the importance of the symposium can be sustained as in the 
past according to this new situation and conditions especially in the information age.  



Y. Ozsunar: Do you think that XXth Symposium Neuroradiologicum will be an attractive 
congress for neuroradiologists? If so, why do you think that would be? 

T. Tali: Yes of course. As I stated previously, the Symposium is a unique meeting for 
-having free discussions and exchange of views in almost all the different areas of 
neuroradiology. 
-listening to and learning about the recent technics and developments from the experts 
-meeting with the experts  

-sharing the experiences, researches, new knowledge  

-seeing the latest developments of the manufacturers 

-having free discussion and exchange of views to stimulate the manufacturers to improve the 
equipment. 
-having new friendships, partnerships and collaborations. 
 

Y. Ozsunar: Why did you select Istanbul as a hosting city for this event?  

T. Tali:  Istanbul is a multicultural, historic, exotic and a modern city which is located at 
the crossroads of East and West. This city is unique enabling; by the way, all religions to live 
together in peace and harmony; it embraces two continents, with one arm reaching out to Asia 
and the other to Europe. Istanbul offers easy flight connections to hundreds of cities around 
the world and is one of the world's most exciting conference destinations. Istanbul's 
outstanding infrastructure, including modern, luxurious accommodations state-of-the-art 
conference and exhibition venues makes it the logical and best choice for the XXth 
Symposium Neuroradiologicum. 

 

Y. Ozsunar: Could you tell us about interesting features and highlight topics of the scientific 
programme in this congress? 

T. Tali: It was our declared goal to offer a high-quality, multidisciplinary scientific program 
that will provide a full review of the most important aspects of diagnosis and treatment in 
Neuroradiology and present the latest achievements in this field. As we all know, a successful 
congress should have plenty of science, but also opportunities for entertainment and 
relaxation. We therefore intend to develop an array of activities that will allow participants the 
opportunity to interact and network with colleagues from all around the world.  

 

Y. Ozsunar: Are there any unique features of this event that will make this congress 
unforgettable for attendees?  

T. Tali: Every meeting up to now has had two inseparable components, the academic and the 
social. Unfortunately, due to the latest compliance regulations, the social component cannot 



be sustained in the way it was in previous congresses anymore. For this reason, we tried to 
emphasize the academic component. The Symposium’s International Advisory Board met 
twice to discuss and prepare the scientific program. We made calls for suggestions and topics. 
With the contribution of almost 500 advisors from all over the world the hot topics were 
selected and the best experts of those fields were invited. On behalf of the international 
advisory board and the chairmen of the subspecialties, I can proudly state that this symposium 
will be one of the best and unique meetings in the field of Neuroradiology in 2014.  

 

Y. Ozsunar: How interesting do you think the congress will be for radiologists from Asia and 
overseas? 

T. Tali: We have attendants from all over the world. The symposium neuroradiologicum is 
the only platform global platform for neuroradiologists from around the world to meet, to 
share their expertise, to discuss the common professional issues and of course to learn. New 
friendships, new partnerships, new collaborations are also another benefits of the symposium.  

 

Y. Ozsunar: What are you planning for social events? What do you recommend for attendees 
to enjoy in Istanbul? 

T. Tali: As you know, for the compliance regulations, social events should not be in the 
congresses anymore. However, with the support of local authorities, we are trying to do our 
best for the participants to enjoy being in Istanbul and make their stay unforgettable. 

 

Y. Ozsunar: Thank you very much for joining us for this interview. We wish that the XXth 
Symposium Neuroradiologicum will meet your expectations.  


